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PUSSY RIOT I I
In the face of a suppressive 
government and the 
Russian Orthodox Church, 
the band Pussy Riot has 
managed to become an 
iconoclastic beacon of free 
expression. After receiving 
a disproportionate sentence 
that Amnesty International 
described as “a bitter blow 
for freedom of expression,” 
the feminist punk collective 
continues to be heard, as 
verifi ed by the “Free Pussy 
Riot” demonstrations 
across America and 
Europe. Similar to the American feminist “Riot 
Grrl” movement of the early 90’s, Pussy Riot 
have established themselves as the likeness 
of a progressive anti-government uprising. 
Th e timing of what Russians have labeled as a 
blasphemous mutiny marks the fi rst response to 
Russia’s growing relationship between church 
and state. In a society where individual expression 
is diminished for the common social interest, 
individualism seems to have reared its head. For 
this reason it seems reasonable to discern that 
although Pussy Riot may have been the fi rst to 
voice this opinion, they certainly won’t be the last. 
In response to the corruption that has become 
synonymous with Russia itself, other groups 
have taken to the street to retaliate against 
the loss of civil rights Russians have recently 
incurred. In early August, protesters affi  liated 
with the feminist activist group “FEMEN” 
gathered in Kiev to oppose the Russian political 
condemnation of dissidents. Demonstrations 
across the globe have elevated the incarcerated 
members of Pussy Riot to an almost martyr-
like status, toting signs and staging protests 
in ski masks in the likeness of the originators. 
Other protesters within Russia have turned 
to the Orthodox Church as the focus of their 
denunciation and have demanded the members 
who remain in custody be released. By stirring up this 
much commotion within Russia and internationally, 
Pussy Riot has managed to eff ect exactly the change they 
intended. Reactions to the questionable re-election of 
Putin, the growing anxiety towards his relationship with 
the church, and Pussy Riot’s incarceration has sparked the 
start of a social revolution within Russia.  
Although the seed of dissension has been planted, 
Russia’s political reaction to the current civil unrest has 
been less than sympathetic in the face of national and 
global demands. No stranger to international pressure, 
Putin has made it clear that he will not be challenged 
easily. Using the church as a “weapon in a dirty re-
election campaign” (as stated by members of Pussy Riot), 
the legitimacy of Russia’s political reach within its own 
country has been brought into an international light. 
Although progress seems promising, whether or not the 
international community can stir up enough apprehension 
within Russian government to stimulate actual reform is 
another matter all together. Even though the cause and 
immediate eff ect of the detainment of Pussy Riot is clear, 
the long-term social implications for Russia and artists 
everywhere remains uncertain. All that can be safely said is 
that without risk comes no reward, but at what price will 
Russia’s struggle for free expression be granted?
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